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Art Unit: 3622 

DETAILED ACTION 



Non-Compliant Amendment 

1 . Applicant is notified that any subsequent amendment to the specification and/or 
claims must comply with 37 CFR 1 .173(b). In addition, when any substantive 
amendment is filed in the reissue application, which amendment othenA^ise places the 
reissue application in condition for allowance, a supplemental oath/declaration will be 
required. See MPEP § 1414,01. 

The amendment filed January 7, 2004 proposes amendments to the claims that 
do not comply with 37 CFR 1 .173(b), which sets forth the manner of making 
amendments in reissue applications. A supplemental paper correctly amending the 
reissue application is required. 

In particular, the preliminary amendment does not comply with the following 
provision of MPEP 1453. V. D. 

"D. Amendment of New Claims 

An amendment of a "new claim" (i.e., a claim not found in the patent, that was 
previously presented in the reissue application) must be done by presenting the 
amended "new claim" containing the amendatory material, and completely underlining 
the claim. The presentation cannot contain any bracketing or other indication of what 
was in the previous version of the claim. This is because all changes in the 
reissue are made vis-a-vis the original patent, and not in comparison to the prior 
amendment. Although the presentation of the amended claim does not contain any 
indication of what is changed from the previous version of the claim, applicant must 
point out what is changed in the "Remarks" portion of the amendment Also, per 37 CFR 
1.173(c), each change made in the claim must be accompanied by an explanation of 
the support in the disclosure of the patent for the change." 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this letter is set to expire ONE (1 ) 

MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS, whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this letter. 



Application/Control Number: 10/655,549 



Art Unit: 3622 



Pages 



Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James W. Myhre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6722. The examiner can nomnally be reached on Monday through Thursday 6:00-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571 ) 272-6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




